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Activists Inspire
Young Students
With Their Tales

Four recipients of the Reebok
Human Rights Award urge
youths at Carson High to
speak oult against injustice,

By AN M SiMuoss
Tews FeY #rider

They came from four differenit contl-
meols, byt when the oung human
rights activists stood Lefore students st
Cunon High School, trey camied & cam-
10 MESSRAC.

Regardless of soclal background und
cttink®Ry, any determined Individead
can madke & diffecence

“The maln ermy of Justioe 13 -
Jence,” Curlos Rojas, 29, a Mixe Indian
from Medoo, todd stu-
dents gathered this
month in Canon'’s sudino
riurn. “We must al Jearn W

R!‘y-‘r Hall Ameng the guests were ac-
oex Cameron Diaz, Lucy L and Don
("w-.-dlr and singer Peter Gabeiel

The hunan righls activisty were
earh presented with a glass troply fea-
toring an e bossed figure of i nannieg
man beeaking through shackles and
overcoming obstackes Liu presented
Toeg™s award Rojns receved his from
Dl

Ity lhedy that few pecgde al Royee
Hall had Lo be lold whare Lo fing Cheeh-
v 00 & tnap. Bul @t Quoson, some stu-
Jdenits hsd never beasd of the place.

In unticipation of pluying host to
e overnseas guests, Wth- and Uth-
graders from Merrt Welr's US and
workl hbtory ciass designed colorfl)
posters highlghting 'I« Alribxtes of
the young sctivists. giving Getalls about
their home countris and posing ques-
Lions foe theen,

Not that Carson
doest bave an Intema-
tonul feel of scis. Many

0K 0Lt and MKKe or ¢ > ’ of Carson’s $£00-plus stu-
vokes heard.” I IM.'I'LI'k”(.’H dents — about 42% — arv
Oddly enough, Rojas that such Latino, with African
X2 L0 arms had the exact . Americans and Fipinos
opposite coffcet. But this fh"l@ R’(I”)' COmprsing the next larg
wus a good thing. Rather o5t groups, aboul 23%
than relse thear voloes. the happened. | cach.
40 Rucenis were stent, ’ ’ ' 5 But unll the ‘our hu-
viably otvated, This ‘hdn t ”""k i man fgrs  champions
WS 10 OCEDANY SChodl as was possible showed Up oo thelr cam-
sy, . pas, some students had
Rojas has deaxated [)L'()p[t,’ (‘()uld ro xdea of some of the

rds life W monitonng and
documenting human

be that evil.'

rocros  and  suffering
found around the globe.

rghts adbuses against - ocente. 15 Before the award winness
dzenous and  peasant '.“M LSy 15.a poke, they shomed short
communities in swouthern student 8t Carson Gocumentanes spotlight-
Mexico. Ile was joined by H gh Scheol, aftor ng the boutaky in thetr
theee other acthista — hearng actvists romelands
MAoysius Toe, 23 of L S0CaK DD Many students op-
beria, Zarema Mukushe- SrociUes in thee peaned stunned by the ex-
wn, 30, of Cheehnya and A s picit scenes of violeree —
24year-old Charm Tong courtries P soldiers beating che
of My ansnar _ - lans In Liberia, artilery
AR four have emnmbraced whells  exploding  over
a slmidar life's mission apartment bulldings in

arxd they've been chosen Lo recvive this
year's Reebok Human Rights Awand,
The prine, 4 $50.000 grunt to each neeipd-
et recogruzes young scilvists who tlune
mude significant contributions W de-
ferding the rrils of thelr fellow citidens
and have @read awarenees about the
couLe througn nomxokent means

‘i he four hod come Lo Los Angelos as
nonorees of the Reebok Human Hoghts
Foundstion awsards peesentation. al-
ended by about 1400 gueats at UCLAS

Chechinya, bloodied corpses strewn in
the streels — images the activists know
il Loo well

“T newer know that such things really
happened,” Nina Morecte, 15, sald aler
the speech. “1 diént think It Wis pos-
b peopie oould be that evil”

"It makes me foel maly fueky 10 e
Lving in Amenco.” said Geome Obispo
1

Some students guap<d as viokot i
8ETs piynd ot on screen Sonw
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DOING SOMETHING: Aloyeius Toe, 28, of Lideria, who will receive a $50.000 grar! from Reedok foundation, gives Aly
autograph Lo 10tk grader Florecnns Gullerrez af Carson High. He promoles programs almed ol 1eekiing Literia’s poverty

HONORED: Carios Ropas. 23 of
Mexico, speais o studen!s

cheered when the acthisis recounted
how they stood up to suthonty But as
happened when Rojas spoke. most stu

denta Listened quoetly, rapt. asthe active
Iststo'd their storiex

When civil war enguifed Lideria, Toe
axint run and hide, he mid. He was out-
raoged by wie postical Killings, Lozl de-
tentions and growing poverty sweepleng
his country. 'rotest typically resulted In
Arrest — and often death. Thst d'dnt 8)-
lence Toe.

He organized human rights clubs to
mise mwarencss of gosemment abuses
and promots human rights education In
Liberian schoolx His efSorta landed him
I Jall for eight mocths,

“One of the worst tragedies 5 exist.
ence in human history s the unwilling-
Deas Lo confront evd, " sald Toe, who now
promotes programs aimed ut tackling
Liveria’s poverty. *1 will not give up.”

Mukushe/a shares Toe's passion for
exposing the hoerocs of wur.

Her ¢fiorts o document civilian
casunis In the ongolrg confict be-
tween Russia and her homelard of
Cheehinya - ¢ Dreakawsy rogion in
southem Russsa that has been strug:
£ing for Indepenceres — started one
winter day In 1999 as she picked through
Ccoepses In n warenonise searching for n
misdng enusin

Sne pever found her relative, but she
furthvely videotaped the camage A ca-
reer documenting the Chiechen conflict
took root from there

“Yes. ] was very afrudd,” she sakl, an
interpeeter trunslating her comments
from Russan “But ot that exast mo-
ment, there was no anc clee to do thas”™

What's maore, she added: *1 ‘ecl satis-
fied  and aratefud ahen people come

up o e und thank me. IR thelr ac-
Uons hat eneourage mo Lo continge.”

Tong also savors the sensation of do-
Ing §00d. Since age 17, she has focused
on brnging attention to the abuses
commitied by the Myanmar military
egainst her nathve Shan pooplke, an cth
nic minonty In Myanmar, formerd
Burma

Moce than 200000 Shan hine boen
forend from thelr homes, neoording to
husnan rights groups. Hundreds strug-
e Lo survive as llega) migrant workers
in negghboring Thalland

As o teerager. Tong helped found the
Shan Women's Actlon Network, a group
dedicated to stopping the sbuse and ex.
ploltation of women.

“The Burnese miitary s using rpe
48 3 weapon of war agalnst ethade Shan
women,” sasd Tond, roecounting the
stocy of a progmant Shan woman who
was gung-raped.

“Wou!d you allow this o happen 0
your mmily memders?® she asked the
students.

“No'" they shoutsd tnuniscn

The sprakers certainly captivated
their audience Through the cheers, the
appluuse, the graps and that notable si-
knce, there was o feeling of intense con-
centrution, of young minds lsterung

“It really lmsplres you Lo want to 3o
somethirg ™ sadd TY Doung 18, It
shows any ordinary person can make &
difference.”

“And they dom even fodd e heroes.”
chimed in Anthonw Echeverra 15



